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Sunday, April 4, 2010
Holy Habits “An Easter Faith
That Goes Beyond Easter
Sunday”

John 20:11 -18
Rev. John Haney

Sunday, April 11, 2010
“Word and Sacrament”
Luke 24: 13 -35
Rev. John Haney

Sunday, April 18, 2010
“The Church: A Cruise Ship
Or A Battle Ship”
Matthew 16: 13-20
Rev. John Haney

Sunday, April 25, 2010
“United Methodist Women’s
Day”

Rev. Anna Kelly

Friday, April 30, 2010
“A Festival of Living Faith”
Dr. George Morris
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EMBRACE TRANSFORM EQUIP IMPACT

FROM JOHN’S DESK ~ revjohnhaney@bellsouth.net

It is hard to believe that we have completed the first three months of
2010. My how time flies when you are having fun.

By the time you get this we will be into Holy Week. I hope you will
make plans to be with us on Thursday evening for the Maundy
Thursday Service. We will have dinner together and then move into
the service of Holy Communion. (I realize that some of you will
recetve this on the day of.) Rahel Landrum will be with us to share
with us about the Passover.

I also want to invite you to the Good Friday Service on Friday
evening at 7:00 p.m. This is always a very meaningful service.

We invite you on Saturday for the Easter Egg Hunt. Bring the kids
and grand kids for a wonderful time. 10-12 P.M.

Come on home for Easter. We hope you will join us for worship
either at 8:30 or 11:00 A.M. Remember to bring a cut flower with
you for the cross that will be in the Sanctuary.

We have had a wonderful response to the 365 club. Members who
have joined have agreed to give a dollar a day to Christ and His
Church. The money will be used toward the debt on our building.
So far $3,289 has been given.

I mentioned a few Sunday’s about becoming a member of the Good
Word Club. First you agree to join, second, you say a good word to
God each day about the church and third, you say a good word to
someone else each week about the church. I hope you will consider
being a member. Membership will start the Sunday after Easter.

You are a great church. I look forward to our celebration of Easter
together.

Blessings,

%A



Page 2

Stewardship Report
Attendance 02/28/2010
830am.........coeueenine 137
11:00 am.......ccoeeenee. 209
Total......covveninnnnnnn 346
Sunday School........... 198

Offering 02/28/2010

Weekly Budget Needs........... $16,589.09
Weekly Offering................ $14,976.69
Special Offering................. $1,503.05
Year-to-date Budget Needs ...$149,301.81
Received to Date............... $133,021.82
Year-to-date Over (Under) ...($16,279.99)
Attendance 03/07/2010
8:30am........ceeeennnn. 133
11:00am.................. 233
Total....oovvviiinienenenn 366
Sunday School........... 182

Offering 03/07/2010

Weekly Budget Needs........... $16,589.09
Weekly Offering................. $21,258.10
Special Offering................. $2,036.00
Year-to-date Budget Needs... $165,890.90
Received to Date............... $154,279.92
Year-to-date Over (Under) ....($11,610.98)
Attendance 03/14/2010
8:30am...........eenenn 123
11:00 am.................. 215
Total.........ovevivnenin 338
Sunday School........... 143

Offering 03/14/2010

Weekly Budget Needs......... $16,589.09
Weekly Offering............ .... $9,073.62
Special Offering............... $1,237.00
Year-to-date Budget Needs...$182,479.99
Received to Date............... $163,353.54
Year-to-date Over (Under) ....($19,126.45)
Attendance 03/21/2010
8:30am........cooeennnn. 144
11:00 am.................. 216
Total......oovvvveninnennnn 360
Sunday School........... 161

Offering 03/21/2010

Weekly Budget Needs........... $16,589.09
Weekly Offering................ $20,927.96
Special Offering................... $8,219.74
Year-to-date Budget Needs....$215,658.17
Received to Date............... $195,671.09

Year-to-date Over (Under) ... ( $19,978.08)

Attendance 03/28/2010
8:30am.......ocevennnns 190
11:00am.................. 261
Total.....coovvviiininin, 451
Sunday School........... 208

Offering 03/28/2010

Weekly Budget Needs........... $16,589.09
Weekly Offering................ $9,297.86
Special Offering.................. $443.00
Year-to-date Budget Needs.....132,712.72
Received to Date............... $118,045.13
Year-to-date Over (Under) ( $14,667.59)

How Do You Celebrate the Day After Easter?

With a good laugh, of course! Better yet, with a party, a really fun party. Far from being a strange,
new idea, this is actually a long-standing tradition rooted in good Christian theology.

It began hundreds of years ago. A monk, whose name has been lost in history, was pondering the
meaning of the events of holy week, with its solemn observances of Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-
day, and the astonishing, earth-shaking events of Easter. "What a surprise ending," he thought. Then
suddenly, like a bolt of lightning, he had a new insight. His hearty laugh startled his fellow monks,
breaking the silence of their contemplation.

"Don't you see," he cried, "It was a joke! A great joke! The best joke in all history! On Good Friday,
when Jesus was crucified, the devil thought he had won. But God had the last laugh on Easter when
he raised Jesus from the dead."

The monks called it "the Easter laugh." The idea spread rapidly, and the day after Easter became
known as a "Day of Joy and Laughter" in Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant countries. In homes
and churches, it became common to celebrate God's great joke on the devil with joke-telling
sessions. It became the custom even in monasteries. Especially in monasteries.

Recently, the Fellowship of Merry Christians, the publishers of "The Joyful Newsletter," began to

urge churches and prayer groups to revive this very old custom and hold Easter Monday parties or to

have Holy Humor Sundays the week following Easter. Joy, joy, joy!
In this spirit, here are ideas you could use for your Easter Monday party.

1. Begin by reading or telling the origin of the Easter laugh and the Day of Joy.
2. You might ask, "Do you think Jesus laughed?"

3. Ask the group to share their favorite jokes. Encourage hearty laughter.

4. God is still at work. God works in situations that seem utterly hopeless and bleak before he brings
surprise endings and has the last laugh. Can you share an incident from your life with the group?
Often when sharing such experiences, there may be not only tears but also deep, genuine laughter, a
kind of holy hilarity.

Dismiss the group with this closing thought: "Go out with joy. May the joy of the Lord be your
strength."

(Rev. William Webber, from beliefnet.com)
I hope that your Lenten experience has prepared your heart and mind for the glory and hope of

Easter Resurrection, and that your attitude of hope found in an empty tomb brings joy and laughter
to the days ahead! May the joy of the Lord be YOUR strength, today and everyday. Blessings,

&

South Georgia
Advocate

Coming Soon !
May 9 - Magnolia Manor Sunday

Renewal Notice

This is a Bi-weekly

newspaper that covers

conference news and details about
upcoming news and events.

1 year subscription is $65.00 (for
age 65+ $23.00)

Save The Date
White Bluff United Methodist Men’s Honduras
Mission Fund Raising Golf Tournament
Westin Club at Savannah Harbor
June 13,2010
Shotgun start at 1:30 P.M.
Four Man or Ladies Scramble

You can subscribe or renew one of

these three ways.

P.O. Box 660275, Dallas Tx 75266

Phone: Pay by credit card by
calling 1.877.465.1685

We want to honor our High School seniors at our

. o1 SCx
Online: at sgaumc.org/advocate b%“""fo y Wednesday Night Dinner on April 28, 2010.
Mail: Check Payable to (South D@( ¥ This year’s Seniors are: Amelia Thomas, Megan
Georgia Advocate) Kerkhoff, Mallory O Hara, Kristi Jones, Charlein

LADUATES

Kimble, Will Caster, Bradley Mullis, and Robert
Cassidy.






















